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Sept. 15, 2021

Committee Members Present:		
Frank Carrillo
Ray Hopkins
Dennis Lites
Donna Lockwood
Chandra Robinson
Olivia Price
Cindy Rudy
Theresa Simonds
Brandon Cassady
Thomas Leach

Committee Members Absent:		
Richard Kriner
Lindsay Pearse


VBPD Staff Present:
Jason Withers

CALL TO ORDER: 
The Chair, Ms. Chandra Robinson, called the meeting to order at 9:06 am. Following the call to order, the Chair reviewed the Agenda.

APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE MINUTES:  Ms. Robinson asked if there were any changes to the June 2021 Meeting minutes. Mr. Ray Hopkins made a MOTION to APPROVE the minutes. The MOTION was seconded by Ms. Cindy Rudy. The MOTION carried.
APPOINTMENT OF INVESTMENT COMMITTEE VICE-CHAIR:
Ms. Robinson delegated authority to Mr. Withers to discuss with committee members the responsibilities of the Committee Vice-Chair. Following a review of the responsibilities, Ms. Robinson called for a volunteer to serve in this capacity. Mr. Thomas Leach volunteered to serve as Investment Committee Vice-Chair. Mr. Frank Carrillo made a MOTION to APPROVE Mr. Leach as the Committee Vice-Chair. The MOTION was seconded by Ms. Olivia Price. The MOTION carried unanimously. 

GRANTS AND CONTRACTS EXPENDITURES/MONITORING:
Mr. Jason Withers, Grants and Contracts Manager, provided updates on recent activities and expenditures regarding 13 grant projects:

1. The Next Move @ William & Mary project with the College of William & Mary

2. Building Inclusive School Communities project with Radford University.

3. Ensuring Accessibility to All Survivors project with VCU

4. 40 i-Pads for 40 students project with Alternative Paths Training School

5. Technology to Support students with disabilities project with Carroll County Public Schools

6. Virtual Success project with Colonial Beach Public Schools

7. Intensive Support Tech grant project with Richmond City Public Schools

8. Database Management grant with the disAbility Law Center of Virginia

9. Providing a Link for Survivors (PALS) grant with Brain Injury Services of SWVA

10. Assistive Technology grant with Children’s Assistive Technology Service (CATS)

11. Ability First grant with James Madison University

12. Training on Inclusion, Diversity and Equity (TIDE) grant with Virginia Commonwealth University

13. Strengthening Self-Advocacy in Virginia grant with The Arc of Virginia

Following discussion of the grant projects, Mr. Carrillo inquired about how the Board could better ensure that grantees are compliant with ADA requirements during their grant activities. Mr. Withers explained that when the grant agreements have been fully executed, the grantee is certifying that they agree to all terms and conditions in the Board’s Grants manual, which specifies that, for example, buildings used in connection with activities supported under the DD Grant projects will meet accessibility standards.  In addition, he advised that grantees are also agreeing to develop products using grant funds such they they can be easily adaptable to other Mr. Withers also advised that staff do have the ability to perform site visits, as needed.

Mr. Ray Hopkins advised that the Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services (DARS) employs rehabilitative engineers that can assist folks that have mobility challenges and recommended that individuals reach out to Katherine Hayfield at DARS. 

Mr. Dennis Lites inquired about how the Board could better inforce the 60% developmental disabilities served requirement with grant projects. Mr. Withers advised that the grantee agrees to meet this requirement upon signing the grant agreement. He also advised that the Grant Review Team may ask clarifying questions to the grant applicant at the time of negotiation to ensure that the grantee has a plan in place to meet the requirement. 

UPDATE ON PROPOSALS FOR COMPETITIVE RFP:
Mr. Withers advised that the Board received two proposal applications in response to its Assessment of Information Access Request for Proposal (RFP). Total requested funds were approximately $194,000 (exclusive of match dollars). Available funding this grant cycle was limited to approximately $100,000. The Grant Review Team (GRT) met to discuss the received proposal applications and following extensive review, decided to select the proposal application from Management Support Solutions, Inc. to recommend for funding by the Board. Total requested funding from the applicant was $100,000. Mr. Withers discussed the details of the proposal recommended for funding by the GRT. 

UPDATE ON DATABASE MANAGEMENT PROJECT WITH dLCV:
Mr. Withers discussed that a signed grant agreement was executed with dLCV on May 13th, which provides funding to dLCV in the amount of $100,000 and staff held a grantee orientation with dLCV to review the elements of each work plan activity. Mr. Withers reminded the committee members that through this project, dLCV will receive reports of suspected abuse and neglect of incapacitated persons provided under agreement with the Department of Aging and Rehabilitative Services (DARS), Adult Protective Services. This project will further allow the grantee to i) identify trends of abuse, neglect and exploitation, ii) make recommendations to address abuse, neglect and exploitation, and iii) monitor critical incidents and health and safety of individuals with disabilities receiving services in programs operated or licensed by DBHDS. Mr. Withers also advised that the grantee recently reached out to Board staff to inquire about the possibility of transferring funds originally obligated to Technology Assurance Group to a DARS provider called Peer Place, for server modification. Peer Place is a cloud-based data management system used to manage health services. Technology Service will still be involved, but dLCV will be paying for their services with their own funding. Staff determined this would not be considered a change in the project’s scope, and would be allowable, should the grantee decide to submit a budget amendment request. 

UPDATE ON COVID-19 VACCINE ACCESS REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP):
Mr. Withers informed committee members that In August of 2021, staff released its RFP entitled Vaccine Access for Individuals with Disabilities, which aims to provide critical services to help communities combat COVID-19. Examples of allowable activities include: Education about the importance of receiving a vaccine; Identifying people unable to independently travel to a vaccination site; Helping with scheduling a vaccine appointment; Arranging or providing accessible transportation; Providing companion/personal support; Reminding people of the second vaccination appointment if needed, and/or providing technical assistance to local health departments or other entities on vaccine accessibility. Mr. Withers advised that available funding is $98,842 and proposal applications are due by September 20th.  Projects are expected to start by October 18, 2021 and grant funds must be fully expended by September 30, 2022. 

Ms. Rudy inquired if other states/entities have done work related to COVID-19 that could inform projects that are funded through this competitive RFP. Mr. Withers advised that many Councils have funded projects to address vaccine access to individuals with disabilities. 

APPROVAL OF COLONIAL BEACH PUBLIC SCHOOLS NO-COST EXTENSION:
Mr. Withers discussed with committee members the no-cost extension request received from Colonial Beach Public Schools (CBPS) regarding the Virtual Success grant. The project extension would allow the grantee to 1) be reimbursed for additional reader pens that were purchased to assist students with disabilities with virtual learning, in response to COVID-19, and 2) expend remaining project funds in the amount of $1,302.99. If approved the request would extend the project 2-months from April 30, 2021 to June 30, 2021. CBPS’ no-cost extension request was referenced in the Supplemental Packet. Mr. Leach made a MOTION to recommend that the full Board approve the no-cost extension request received from CBPS. This MOTION was SECONDED by Ms. Price. The MOTION carried unanimously. 

WRAP UP AND FUTURE MEETING TOPICS:
Mr. Robinson solicited committee members for meeting topics for further committee meetings. No ideas were brought forward from members for committee consideration. Mr. Withers advised that he would like to ask grantees whose projects have recently ended to present their project findings to the Board and suggested this for the December 2021 or March 2022 Board meeting. Committee members agreed that it would be good to hear directly from grantees. 

ADJOURNMENT:
The Chair adjourned the meeting at 10:25 AM.  

